Serum macrophage migration inhibition activity in patients with leprosy.
We have found that 26 of 54 (48%) untreated patients with leprosy had serum migration inhibitory activity, and that this was present in tuberculoid, borderline, and lepromatous forms of the disease. Patients with active recreational states; i.e., reversal reactions, Lucio's reaction, or erythema nodosum leprosum, were particularly apt to have this inhibitory activity. The prevalence of inhibitory activity did not vary significantly with treatment, dinitrochlorobenzene responsiveness, tuberculin responsiveness, or serum lysozyme levels.